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DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY A
ADDITIONAL $21 MILLION GRANT IN PARTNE

AMERICAN TRUCKING ASSOCIATIO
 

Washington, D.C. – The Department of Homeland Security today announced a
grant, available for use beginning March 2005, for the American Trucking Ass
Highway Watch® program.   
 
This cooperative agreement with the ATA will help to expand the Highway W
trains highway professionals to identify and report safety and security concern
The program will provide training and communications infrastructure to prepa
transportation professionals to respond in the event they or their cargo are the 
and to share valuable intelligence with Homeland Security if they witness pote
  
"America's truckers and other transportation workers are in a unique position t
homeland security," said C. Suzanne Mencer, Executive Director of the Depar
Security's Office for Domestic Preparedness.  "As they travel our nation's high
a possible terrorist attack and know how to respond appropriately, how to take
how to report suspicious activity." 
 
"We are honored to be on duty for America," said Bill Graves, ATA President
to have a plan that coordinates the efforts of the entire transportation sector to 
secure—and to keep rolling.  Otherwise, given the country's dependence on tra
stops." 
 
Commercial truck and bus drivers, school bus drivers, highway maintenance c
collectors and others will receive instruction under the Highway Watch® gran
goal is to prevent attacks by teaching highway professionals to avoid becomin
would use large vehicles or hazardous cargoes as a weapon. A secondary goal
professionals to recognize and report suspicious activity.   
 
The Highway Watch® program will link these well trained transportation prof
responders, law enforcement and the intelligence community via TSA's Transp
Operations Center (TSOC) in Herndon, VA.    
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